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Message From Our Superintendent  

Dear High School Student and Parents, 
 
THE FUTURE.  Two simple words that cause such a range of emotions like  
excitement, uncertainty, and downright fear, to name a few.  I know high school 
students think about the future all the time and I hope you know that your  
teachers, administrators and community members are thinking about it too.  
They are all hoping the same thing:  that each student becomes a successful, 
productive and contributing adult citizen. 
 
As for me, I know those hopes are completely possible.  I also know that  
those outcomes wonôt just happen.  There is much to do between the present 
and the future.  Your schools and teachers have responsibilities, you have  
responsibilities, and your community has responsibilities.  Each has to do their 
part for those hopes and dreams to be realized. 
 
My job is to make sure your schools are doing all the right things, and your job 
is to begin to develop a plan or roadmap to get there.  I want every student to 
leave high school with a specific plan that defines the next steps.  ñGoing to 
collegeò is not a plan.  ñGoing to workò is not a plan.  Instead, students need  
a plan that takes into account what they are good at and what they like.   
 
ñIôm going to college to figure out if the study of the human body interests me.ò  
ñIôm going to college to feed my passion for understanding how successful 
businesses operate.ò  ñIôm going to college to learn how to teach children to 
read.ò  ñIôm going to work so I can learn how to build houses.ò  ñIôm going to 
work because I want to help people who are sick.ò  Parents can help by asking 
their students not ñWhat do you want to BE?ò but instead, ñWhat do you want 
to DO?ò  ñWhat problems do you want to SOLVE?ò  These conversations can 
provide a good start to real plans. They honor individual skills and personal 
preferences.   They honor the real life problems a student could be good at 
solving.  There is no doubt that the plans students make now will change as 
they gain life experiences, but specific plans get them headed down the road  
to those experiences. 
 
This newsletter has lots of information that can help each student walk across 
the graduation stage with a diploma and with a plan.  The future will be here 
before you know it and your journey to becoming a successful, productive and 
contributing citizen is before you.  Read this newsletter to make that journey a 
good one. 
 
Sincerely, 
Tammy Lacey 
Superintendent 



Junior Parent Night & Conferences:  New this year GFHS will be hosting a Junior Parent Night on Thursday, 
March 21st, 2019 at 6:00pm in the auditorium.  This event is to assist parents and students with the ñcollege goingò 
process covering everything from financial aid to admissions, the senior ñtimelineò, out-of-state admissions, etc. 
There will be a follow-up event in September. Watch for more information! 
 
Then starting in the middle of March, counselors will  begin individual conferences with juniors. The goal is to assist 
students with academic, career, and post-secondary planning along with evaluation of credits.  Discussing career 
and educational goals will help in course selection for the important senior year.  Each junior will be given a folder  
containing valuable information to help students plan for their life after Great Falls High School.  Parents, watch for 
the post card from your sonôs or daughterôs counselor letting you know the conference has been completed, and 
the folder given out.  Please help your child with his or her post-secondary plan by reviewing the folderôs contents. 
 
Scheduling for year 2019-2020:  Counselors will begin preparing students for the process of scheduling 
classes for next year. The first week of February, counselors will be in the classrooms providing information to all 
students on course selections and building a schedule which meets requirements and, more important, prepares 
them for the future. The week of February 4th, all students will actually select classes for the 2019-2020 school 
year. To begin the scheduling process for next yearôs freshman, counselors will be at the East Middle School on 
February 4th.  
 
MCIS (Montana Career Information System):  In early May, all sophomores will receive training from the  
counseling staff in the career program MCIS, which explores careers and educational opportunities via the internet.  
Students will explore careers of interest to them, and also discover post-secondary training related to their specific 
career choices. MCIS can also be accessed on the Internet at home through students PowerSchool account. A 
postcard will be mailed to parents with login information. 
 
A Reminder to Seniors:  This is a busy time of year for completing college applications and scholarship forms.   
The GFHS Scholarship News, which is distributed in senior English classes monthly, lists available scholarships  
and their deadlines and qualifications.  Seniors can pick up the specific applications for each scholarship in  
the Counseling Center.  Students and parents can also access a copy of Scholarship News by visiting the GFHS 
Counseling website. 
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This column in the Visions Newsletter is designed to help parents stay current with the classroom and other  
activities that high school counselors have scheduled for all students to help them in their planning for high school 
and beyond.  If parents are ever in need of more information about any of the Counseling Department activities, 
call 268-6159 at CMR or 268-6330 at GFH. 

Great Falls High School Counselorsõ Corner 

 
Counselor Student Assignment 

 
 

     A-E          Chad A. Getten   L-Q          Kathy Van Tighem 
          268-6334                        268-6336 
 
     F-K          Carie Magers   R-Z      Bridgette Pence 
                     268-6635                                                                    268-6333 

 
Freshman    Jason Karls 

                  268-7449 
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Junior Individual Planning Conference:  Counselors will begin seeing all juniors during second semester for  
their individual planning conference.  The student and their counselor will evaluate the studentôs credits, discuss 
career and educational goals, research career and educational information, and make plans for the senior year 
schedule.  Juniors who do not want to wait for their counselor to call them down are more than welcome to stop  
by the Counseling Office and make an appointment to see their counselor for their Individual Planning 
Conference!! 
 
Interest Inventory Completed:  In early February, the counselors will meet with freshman students to work on 
career exploration.  We will work in the MCIS program to work on career exploration activities, as well as start to 
build an academic plan that fits the studentôs educational goal.  
 
Career Guidance Computer Training: The Montana Career Information System (MCIS) is a computer-based  
information and reference source that can help students explore career and educational opportunities.  All students 
are able to access MCIS from their PowerSchool login. This is a valuable exploration and planning tool as students 
begin to look more closely at career and educational opportunities.  
 
Scheduling for Next Year:  All students and parents can look for the advisors to meet with their students in 
early February to begin the process of scheduling for next year. Students will be scheduling for the entire year, not 
just first semester.  Counselors visited the middle schools at the beginning of February to begin the conversation 
about scheduling for high school.   
 
Senior reminders:  Remember to apply for scholarships. Our scholarships are listed under the scholarship 
section of our website. http://cmrweb.gfps.k12.mt.us/advisement-center.html 
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         Whoôs My Childôs Counselor? 
 

AðD      Nick Budeski  LðQ  Brenda Lowry 
      268-6160          268-6111 

 
EðK      Jacie Schoenen  RðZ Brittany Light 

Great Falls Public Schools will be having a Winter graduation ceremony. The ceremony will be held at the Paris  
Gibson Education Center on February 6

th
 at 6:30 p.m. Paris Gibson and Great Falls High students will be  

represented at the graduation. This is a very meaningful milestone in the studentsô lives and a moment of pride for 
their families and teachers.  All are invited! 
  
Spring semester at Great Falls College-MSU opened the door for dual enrollment. Paris Education Center is a strong 
proponent of dual enrollment and encourages students to take advantage of the opportunity. Fall semester began 
with seven dual enrolled students. Sixteen students made the decision to take a step into their future and take at 
least one college class during the Spring semester. Many ambitious students are taking more than one class. The 
total number of college credits taken Spring Semester by the dual enrollment students of Paris is 78 credits. These 
credits are spread out over on-line classes, face to face classes, and classes that include labs. Paris instructor, Katy 
Deffe`, is also teaching two college credit courses at Paris, that students are taking advantage of. Paris students are 
taking the reins on their lives, and it is very exciting. Students interested in Dual Enrollment for the Fall semester 
need to stop in the counseling office for more information. 
  
Juniors at PGEC and across the state will be gearing up for the ACT test season. Again, all junior level students will 
be tested April 2, 2019 at no cost to the student or their family. This is a very important first step for students to take 
in preparation for their future collegiate career. Information will be sent to studentsô home addresses in the coming 
months. 
  
Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) coursework will be beginning again in January. Paris will be sending ten very  
capable and excited students through the program. This is a valuable opportunity for students interested in a  
medical career. The class is challenging, rewarding, and serious. Every year students dedicate themselves to this 
class, the workload, and the schedule, and are wildly successful. We are not expecting anything different this year. 
Students interested in the CNA class next year need to visit with the Health Enhancement teacher or stop in the 
counseling office. 

C. M. Russell High School Counselorsõ Corner 



Differentiated Diploma Option  
Students in the Great Falls Public Schools are able to earn three types of High School diplomas. This opportunity is  
a result of the ongoing efforts of the school district to offer a comprehensive program and to ensure that all students 
graduate with a diploma that will matter to them on graduation day. In addition, the work students do in school must 
adequately prepare them for the future and their diploma should reflect that effort and achievement. Currently, 83.4% 
of Great Falls Public School students graduate on time with a comprehensive high school diploma (23 credits). It is 
the desire of the school district to increase the number of students who graduate on time with all their requirements 
being met to 92%. 
 
The state of Montana requires a minimum of 20 credits to get a diploma from an accredited high school. Great Falls 
Public Schools has required a minimum of 23 credits for all students in order to graduate from high school.  Currently 
all students who meet these general requirements receive the same type of diploma. Starting last June (2016)  
students can choose to receive the traditional, Comprehensive Diploma which is the current type of diploma (23  
credits) or they may choose to pursue two optional diploma types; the Concentration Diploma will require students  
to accrue the same 23 credits, but will recognize students who have concentrated in a particular content area and 
accumulated 3 or more elective credits from that discipline. The areas of concentration will be; STEM (Science,  
Technology, Engineering and Math), CTE (Career and Technical Education), the Arts and Humanities (music, drama, 
art).  The Honors Diploma will require students to accrue a minimum of 26 credits, 6 of these must be in Honors,  
Dual Credit (early college), or Advanced Placement (AP) classes. In addition, the student must have no less than a 
3.33 cumulative GPA. 
 
High School students in Great Falls have the opportunity of a 7 period day and some students choose a Zero hour 
class which affords them 8 class periods. Students may also take on-line classes in the summer or during the school 
year through the Montana Digital Academy or the Great Falls Public Schools Virtual Academy. The selection of elec-
tive AP, Early College and CTE courses continues to expand each year. This year the district has added; Introduction 
to Computer Science, AP Psychology, JMG, AP Econ, Math 151, Honors Geometry, Accounting...and much more.  
Not all of our students take full advantage of the opportunities that are available to them. All students need to be en-
couraged to set academic goals and develop a plan for after high school. Each semester, up to and including the last 
semester of their senior year, should be filled with classes that will assist them in meeting these goals and making 
their post- graduation plans possible!    

 
If you would like more information on how to apply for the Differentiated Diploma options for the 2016 school 

year, please visit your high schoolôs website or contact your high school guidance counselor.   
CMR:  http://cmrweb.gfps.k12.mt.us/scheduling-information.html  
GFH:  http://gfhcounseling.weebly.com/diploma-applications.html 

Science Technology Engineering 
Math STEM) 
 
3 credits or more in any combination of 
the  
following courses: 

¶ Any elective science course beyond 
the 3  required credits: 

ß Geology 
ß Biology 3/4  
ß AP Biology 
ß Chemistry (any) 
ß Physics (any) 
ß Forensic Science 
ß Human Biology 
ß Environmental Science 
ß Any approved MTDA sci-
ence class 

¶ Intro to Engineering 

¶ Any Elective Math class beyond  
Algebra and the 3 required credits 

¶ Computer Coding & Design 

¶ Video Production * 

¶ Any approved STEM area  
Independent Study class 

¶ Med- Prep courses 

¶ Architectural Drafting and  
Engineering Drafting  

 
Career Technical Education (CTE) 
 
3 or more credits in one of the follow-
ing areas of study beyond the 1 re-
quired CTE credit: 

¶ Business Department  

¶ Industrial Technology 

¶ Family Consumer Science 

¶ Med-prep 

¶ Agriculture 

¶ Approved Independent study CTE  
courses 

¶ Computer Science 

 

The Arts 
 
3 or more credits in any Art, Drama, 
Music or video production courses  
beyond the 1 required fine art credit. 
¶ Any approved MTDA Fine Arts 
course 

 

The Humanities 
 
3 credits or more in any combination  
of the following courses beyond the  
required 3 credits of History: 

¶ Social Studies electives - (TBD) 

¶ Economics 

¶ World  languages 

¶ Psychology 

¶ Journalism 

¶ Elective Literature or writing clas-
ses 

¶ Approved MTDA courses 
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